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MINISTER’S LETTER 

“Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith”(Hebrews 12:2) 

 

September marks endless beginnings, for students leaving home for the first 
time; ministers and congregations starting afresh. New beginnings are both 
exciting and scary.  For those longing for a change it is exciting.  For those not 
expecting change, beginning something new is scary.  In either case change does 
not come easy.  But change is a function of life and it is best to embrace it rather 
than resist it.   

 

For Mwailu family this September is both scary and exciting.  For Daniel it is 
scary in changing from relating with rural communities in Lincolnshire to 
building new relationships with urban professionals in Leeds.  It is also exciting 
as a homecoming to the Leeds District where he started his circuit ministry.  For 
the youngest son Andrew, having completed his MSc it is scary to fly off the 
comfort nest of home.  For Margaret it must be scary letting go her youngest 
son who is a very good cook! 

 

For those of us facing change, fixing our eyes on God who is changeless, is a 
panacea to panic anxiety that associates itself with change.  Jesus Christ our 
good shepherd knows the future and for that matter we can embrace the new 
Methodist year 2015/16 with excitement and anticipation.  Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, today and for ever (Heb. 13:8) 

 

A story is told of a little boy who went walking with his grandfather in the 
woods. As they were walking along they stopped for a moment and the 
grandfather asked, "Do you know where we are?" The little boy said, "No."  The 
grandfather asked, "Do you know where we’re going?" And the little boy again  
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WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER 

Sept 6th 10.30 am  Revd Dr Mwailu 

  4.00  am Revds Robert Creamer/ Liz Smith United Service 

Sept 13th 10.30 am Dr Richard Vautrey 

  6.00 pm Revd Dr  Mwailu   Holy Communion 

Sept 20th 10.30 am Revd Dr Mwailu   Harvest Festival 

  6.30 pm Chapel Allerton 

Sept 27th 10.30 am Revd Joyce Nicholson  Holy Communion 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service St Andrew’s 

said, "No." The grandfather chuckled and said, "Well, I guess you’re lost then." 
The boy looked up at his grandfather and said, "No, I’m not lost. I’m with you."   

 

When Jesus calls us to follow Him, His promise remains constant, “I will be with 
you till the end, I will never leave you nor forsake you”. May we seize every 
opportunity of mission and service as we begin this New Connexional Year, 
confident that He who began a good work in us will see it through till the end? 

Wishing you the Lord’s richest blessings 

 Daniel 

FARWELL TO ANDREW AND FAMILY. 

At the end of July we had a splendid party in true Lidgett 

fashion to say goodbye to Andrew and Vicky. It was an 

occasion both happy and sad We have lots of good things to 

remember but we are sorry to lose Andrew. The third 

‘person’ in the photo  is Andrew’s cardboard cutout 

(complete with ipad) - a memento to remind us (but 

rumour has it that Andrew has taken it with him). All the 

best in your new appointment Andrew and God bless you. 

Our new minister, Daniel, joined us at the beginning of this month. 
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 

Published in the magazines St Andrew’s, St Edmund’s and Lidgett Park 

A Franciscan Benediction   

May God bless us with discomfort   

At easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships   

So that we may live from deep within our hearts. 

May God bless us with anger   

At injustice, oppression, and exploitation of God's creations   

So that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

May God bless us with tears   

To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger, and war   

So that we may reach out our hands to comfort them and to turn their 
pain into joy. 

And may God bless us with just enough foolishness   

To believe that we can make a difference in the world 

WIND – A MEDITATION 

If we look out of the window on a windy day, what do we see? Everything and 
nothing. The wind is everywhere, tumbling bits of newspaper and plastic all 
over the place, pulling at hats clutched tightly to heads, snapping flags into 
salute. Yet the wind itself is nowhere to be seen; it is invisible even though its 
impacts are readily discernible. No wonder God has been imaged as speaking 
from a whirlwind. The wind, like God, is everywhere, ephemeral yet powerful, 
felt to the core of one's being, yet not to be contained or objectified. 

No wonder, too, that the inner being of each of us, our soul, is imaged as the 
wind, for the original Greek, Hebrew and Latin words for soul all originally 
meant “breath”. And the breath is a kind of life-sustaining wind, isn't it? We 
breathe in order to live. Breathing also links us with the outer world, the unseen 
life-sustaining atmosphere. When that link breaks down, and we cease to 
breathe ( to absorb that life-sustaining oxygen which is outside us ) we are 
dead. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY IRVING  

 

 

Irving is well known to all through the 

activities of the Drama Group. Congratulations 

on your recent “significant 

birthday” (rumoured to be 80 although you 

would never guess). Like your favourite red 

wine, time enhances what was already good. 

We look forward to many more  happy years. 

Ed. 

No wonder, then, that we feel a kinship with the wind. True, in bitter cold we 
huddle against its violence, for we are like a fragile candle whose light ( or fire ) 
can easily be extinguished. But more often a good wind whips up the spirit. We 
dance along with the movement that everywhere surrounds us – trees swaying 
excitedly, leaves snapping like castanets, rivers shimmering with silvery ripples. 

If we have left the windows open, even the blinds and curtains rattle and move 
rhythmically. We can close the windows, of course, but this is like closing off the 
breath of life. Without new, clean air, what will remove the staleness in our 
rooms? 

So, too, with ourselves. Shall we close our window to the Divine, that windy, 
breathing entity that is beyond our imagination and our intellect? As John says in 
his gospel “ The Spirit blows where it will and you do not know where it comes 
from, or where it goes “. God cannot be captured in synagogue or church, like 
some butterfly pinned to a display board. No, the Spirit blows through as a wind. 
It rattles our blinds, it puffs away our dust, and it rearranges our plans and hence 
our lives. 

Are there areas in our lives where we have shut the windows and let things go 
musty? If so, let us open the window wide, or at least a crack, and through 
meditation and reflection determine what we might do differently. 

Gerry Leake 
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LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP  

Please note that we will now be meeting in the Community Hall not the Youth Hall 
in the future.  The time of 7.45 pm remains the same, as do refreshments and 
subscriptions.   All ladies welcome, do come along and join us if you are free on 
alternate Thursday evenings. 

3rd Sept. "Fun & Games" anyone?    We have all enjoyed these 
active participation evenings in the past, lots of head scratching, lively interaction, 
and good company. 

17th Sept.   Let's extend the summer by listening to Wendy Eccles giving her talk 
entitled "I do like to be beside the seaside". 

Lynne Pullein 

BOOK REVIEW 

Pat Webb has asked me to draw your attention to the following book published 

to raise funds for the Cystic Fibrosis Society. She is visited by a young 

undergraduate volunteer from Leeds who has the condition and who has been 

sharing with Pat the way in which it has affected her life.  

CF vs Us: The Story of a Battle between a Family and Cystic Fibrosis by Karen 

Dohren 2009: Appin Press, 14 Appin Road, Birkenhead. ISBN 978 1 906205 23 2. 

The Cystic Fibrosis Gene is a recessive gene carried by 1 in 25 of the Caucasian 

population. In order for a child to be affected both the parents have to carry the 

gene. 1 in 2000 live births have the disease and, if one child in a family is affected, 

the risk of further children having the disease is 1 in 4. 

The condition affects mainly the lungs and the digestive system, including the 

liver and pancreas, with resulting respiratory and nutritional problems. Most 

children with cystic fibrosis now survive well into adult life with around half 

reaching the age of 40 and beyond. However, the treatment is demanding and 

requires great discipline and this book provides a moving and frank account of 

the effects of this on one particular person and their family relationships. If 

anyone would like to borrow the book Pat would be happy to let them see it. 

Editor 
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Once again, many thanks to all our many friends from Oakwood  Church, Lidgett 
Park  and from the villages  of Thorner and Shadwell and the rest of the Leeds 
North And East Circuit who have supported our fund raising events during the 
last Connexional year. 

Our last event, The July Summer Fayre, which was for our own church funds, was 
a great success held in the morning as we did last year.  Many thanks to all who 
came, it was lovely to see you.   We raised over £300:00. 

This would have been impossible without your  loyal support. Thank You !!! 

Our next endeavour is a coffee morning to be held on Saturday Sept 19th from 10
-12noon, in aid of St Gemma’s Hospice.  We will be having our usual cake stall, 
bric-a-brac stall and our famous bacon butties  so do join us if you can and help 
us  raise a lot of money  for this very  worthwhile causes.   

We welcome our new Minister the Rev’d. Dr Daniel Mwailu and family. Daniel 
takes pastoral charge of our church from September 1st and we are looking 
forward to working with him here in Thorner. 

It just remains for us all in Thorner to wish you a very blessed new Connexional 
year  

Ann Johnson Thorner Senior Church Steward 

Tel. 0113 289 3532 

THORNER BROADSHEET 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL 

The church bookstall is a popular feature of our monthly Saturday  Coffee 

Morning and a significant contributor to the funds raised for our chosen charity 

each year. It is important to its success that we maintain the quality of the 

books and replace those that are becoming worn, as well as keeping a good 

variety . Donations are always welcome  but there is a need at the moment to 

replenish the stock so look at your shelves and let us have things you have 

enjoyed but are unlikely to read again. 
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Richard Leach’s 
7 Stars of Jazz 

Back again by popular demand to 
entertain you 

 

 
A fabulous evening – don’t miss it! 

at St Andrew’s United Reformed Church 
Memorial Hall, Shaftesbury Avenue 

Leeds LS8 1DS 

On Saturday 19th September 2015 
7.30pm for 8pm 

Licensed bar and soft drinks 
Tickets £10 will be on sale from 30 August, but can 

be reserved in advance from 
John and Viva Baillie  Tel: 0113 293 7990 

e-mail: viva.baillie@ntlworld.com 
The band will also play in a Jazz Praise service in church 

on Sunday 20th September 
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The Wesley Singers 30th 

Anniversary Concert 

at 

Lidgett Park Methodist Church 

on 

Saturday, 17th October 2015 at 7.30pm 

with 

The West Yorkshire Police Band Ensemble 

Tickets at £10 each available from Howard Clinkard 

Tel: 0113 2672986 

All proceeds are for the  

Yorkshire Air Ambulance 

THOUGHTS FROM A HOUSE GROUP 

The Thursday house group has moved from studying Paul’s first letter to 
Corinthians to the second letter. (We are gluttons for punishment). One of the 
things we have learned is that, whereas most biblical scholars accept that the first 
letter is probably a single letter, the second one is probably made up of parts of 3 
or possibly 4 different letters. The themes are likely, therefore, to be more 
difficult to follow, and the letter more difficult to study. We will see over the 
coming weeks. 

However, one thing has become apparent early on and that is that this is a letter 
which may tell us more about Paul as a person than his other letters because it 
shows him in a vulnerable light. We tend to think of Paul as someone who is sure 
of himself and in command of the situation, but this letter tells us about someone 
who has been shaken to his foundations by his experiences of opposition and 
who, in modern parlance, has been brought close to mental breakdown. He 
speaks of being “so utterly, unbearably crushed that we [Paul and his 
companions] despaired of life”. The letter promises to tell us something of the 
challenges to faith that we all face, to greater of lesser extent, in our lives and 
how Paul dealt with this. We hope to get some inspiration as we  get deeper into 
the letter. Stan Pearson 
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YOUTH MAKES MUSIC 

A sunny evening on Friday July 10th saw 100 or so people attending a special 

concert at Lidgett Park entitled ‘Youth Makes Music’. This involved six very 

talented young performers, teenage and twenties, giving their services for the 

church’s current project, the Oxford Place Childrens’ Centre. 

First up was 16 year old saxophonist Emma Rose Illingworth from Guiseley 

School. On an alto saxophone Emma delighted us with two movements from one 

of Georges Bizet’s L’Arlesienne suites. 

Alice Maslin, a graduate of Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, and a granddaughter of 

our member Denise Maslin, then brought us some lovely sounds from our aged 

Steinway Grand with a Chopin Nocturne. 

Then followed Hannah Wakefield playing two violin pieces. First, an Adagio by 

the Hungarian Zoltan Kodaly, followed by the ever popular Meditation from 

Massenet’s opera Thais. Very mature playing from a fourteen year old. 

Cellist Megan Holch from Pontefract, who is a student at Wakefield Girls High 

School, then gave us two sublime pieces, a Romance by Gabriel Faure and an 

exquisite Spring Song by Englishman Frank Bridge. 

Next was Sophia Wakefield, who played the theme from the incidental music to 

the film Schindler’s List. A lovely arrangement by composer John Williams. Sophia 

played this piece at the last Rothwell Competitive Music Festival and will be 

playing it again as the Festival’s representative at the regional championships 

later this year. 

Rounding off the first half, Max Elliott from York played two organ pieces. An 

Allegretto in B Minor by Dutchman Jan van Eyken, and then an exciting and 

rousing Toccata by Frenchman, Gaston Belier. 

After a much needed interval we then entered into part 2. Emma, this time on 

the tenor saxophone, played ‘The Swan’ from Saint-Saens Carnival of the Animals 

suite. Normally this music is associated with the cello but it was a refreshing 

change of instrument to hear it in its new guise. 

Max, again on the organ, gave us the well-known Bach prelude on the advent 

chorale ‘Sleepers Awake’. 
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Then Megan, this time without her cello but using her beautiful mezzo-soprano 

voice charmed us with two songs, Robert Schumann’s Widmung (Dedication) and 

Handel’s Largo under its operatic title ‘Ombra mai fu’. 

Alice next played Debussy’s fiendishly difficult ‘Jardin sous la pluie’ (Gardens 

under the rain) with its cascading notes – probably the most exciting piece our 

piano has needed to cope with! 

The concert was brought to an end by the Wakefield sisters, both students at the 

Grammar School at Leeds, beautifully playing the second and third movements 

of Bach’s Double Violin Concerto. 

It was an amazing evening, which I was privileged to promote and accompany. It 

must be reassuring that there are young people around who are willing and able 

to reach such a high standard of performance. Sadly, this is not something the 

mass media is prone to champion, often settling to over-publicise the much more 

mediocre in talent. However, a great thank you must be extended to these 

performers, not forgetting parents, teachers and others who have given of their 

time, effort, financial support and sometimes sacrifice to bring about these 

results. 

Finally, I must thank those who helped with the catering and in any other way to 

enable this concert to take place. 

The concert raised the sum of £620 towards the project. 

David Wilks. 

And a big thank you to you also, David, for the time and effort you have put it. 

We are lucky to have you as our organist and choirmaster at Lidgett. Ed. 

OXFAM HEADLINE 

The world’s 80 richest people ( They would 
easily fit into a double decker bus ) own 
the same wealth as the 3.5 billion poorest 
people on this planet, which is half the 
earth’s population. 
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AN APPEAL FROM TRAIDCRAFT 

Traidcraft has asked us to put an appeal in our church magazines. A more detailed 

explanation of their case can be found at www.traidcraft.co.uk/churchaction.   

The problem is that Traidcraft has now made a loss for the fourth consecutive 

year and is struggling with the fact that its customers are increasingly buying 

Fairtrade products in the supermarkets. It is concerned about two 

misconceptions. The first is that the Fairtrade battle is now won whereas, despite 

the increasing number of Fairtrade products on sale in retail outlets, poverty and 

injustice is just as much a scandal as it was when Traidcraft was first founded. The 

second misconception is that Traidcraft and Fairtrade are the same thing. 

Traidcraft is an independent trading company founded 35 years ago which is 

linked with a development charity. It trades directly with and supports the 

world’s most vulnerable farmers and artisans, who could not cope with the scale 

and demands demanded by big business and the supermarkets, as well as running 

projects to develop the potential of people to trade their way out of poverty in 

their own countries. They also lobby big business and government for 

fundamental changes to the way trade works so that if benefits the poor. 

By contrast, supermarkets buy in bulk from intermediate organisations and have 

no direct involvement in developing the potential of the small producer. While 

the growth of Fairtrade products in supermarkets is generally to be welcomed, 

the fact that people are buying from supermarkets rather than Traidcraft means 

that the original pioneering mission of Traidcraft is now under serious threat. The 

appeal to the churches is to continue to support Traidcraft and its work. 

CHRISTIAN AID CHURCH PROJECT. 

We now have more details of the particular project we will be supporting. The 

project is focussed on helping women and children in El Salvador and Honduras. 

Christian Aid has been working with partners in El Salvador since 1983 and 

Honduras since 1997, striving to improve community health and to reduce 

inequality and violence. 

Honduras has a population of 7.9 million of which 64.5% live below the poverty 

line. El Salvador is of similar size (6.3 million) and 29.6% live below the poverty  
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line. In both countries discrimination against women is rife. Violence and sexual 

conquest are considered proof of manhood and women are largely voiceless and 

powerless in this kind of society. Indigenous communities are especially 

disadvantaged and sexual and reproductive health is a particular problem with 

high maternal and infant mortality rates. These communities are, in the main, 

ignorant of the facts about contraception and sexually transmitted diseases. 

Poverty and lack of infrastructure makes them vulnerable to natural disasters and 

the high levels of violence prevalent in Central America. 

Christian Aid works with these poorest communities to secure economic justice, 

prioritising the needs of women and young people. Their partners work to 

advocate policy change at government level, challenging the conditions that keep 

people poor. 

The project has the potential to make a big difference to the lives of some very 

disadvantaged people. Thank you to Heather Fry for putting it forward for our 

support and for the information about it. 

PAINTING FOR SALE BY AUCTION 

Ron Gelsthorpe has painted a lovely 
watercolour of Staithes, North 
Yorkshire and has kindly donated the 
28½ “ x  22½” (72 x 57.5 cm) framed 
picture to be sold by auction for the 
2014/15 Church Project, Oxford Place 
Children’s Centre.  Thank you, Ron. 

This will be on display at Lidgett Park 
Methodist Church during Saturday 
Coffee Mornings, on Sunday mornings and at other special events until 4th 
October 2015. 

With a guide price of at least £40, bids, in a sealed envelope, are invited.  Please 
include your name and contact details, mark the outside of the envelope 
‘Painting Bid’ and place your bid in the box provided before 1pm on the 4th 
October 2015.  The picture will go to whoever places the highest bid.  In the 
event of more than one bid of the highest value, the successful bidder will be the 
name first out of the hat. 

The scrutineer will be the Church Treasurer.  Please address any queries to 
Howard Clinkard. 
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FAVOURITE HYMNS - Rachel Mounsey 

 

I find it impossible to choose one hymn as my absolute favourite.  It depends 

quite a lot on the circumstances which have made it attractive in the first place. 

However, there are some hymns (together with other music), and even the tune 

to which the hymn was sung, which hold a special significance for me. This is the 

story of one such hymn. 

My husband’s family were devout members of the Plymouth Brethren, 

(commonly referred to by them as just “The Brethren”), and adhered strictly to 

their principles and practices. I had been brought up in the bosom of the 

Congregational Church, in Wales where my mother was prominent in our local 

Chapel. The Nonconformist Churches in Wales had been very much influenced by 

the Religious Revivals which swept through Wales from the 17th century through 

to the early 1900s. Although our lives revolved around the Chapels it was more 

relaxed than the Brethren. 

When Billy Graham brought his Crusades to the UK in 1955, John’s father and 

sister were very much involved with the peripheral meetings in the Carlisle area. 

Staying with them while we were on “R and R” leave from John’s work in 

Northern Rhodesia at this time, I first became acquainted with this hymn “How 

Great Thou Art”. I was intrigued by its history and the expressive words. 

In 1960, Billy Graham led a Crusade to Southern Africa, one of the venues being 

the Coppperbelt of Northern Rhodesia. In February I was awaiting the birth of our 

third child, it was only 2 weeks away from the expected date, but we couldn’t 

miss such an occasion. We went from our home outside Ndola to the mining town 

of Kitwe, a distance of about 40 miles, to be precise, to the Football Ground there. 

Here we joined the crowd sitting on the raised areas facing the structure at the 

other end of the ground, where the speakers and other participants were 

standing.  We listened to the mesmerising orators, engrossed with their fervent 

oratory; it was still the rainy season, but it didn’t rain.  Then we stood, under the 

vast African sky, in the dark with the only lights trained on the Speakers’ area, and 

we sang  

  

“MY GOD, HOW GREAT THOU ART” 

Rachel Mounsey 
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WHAT MAKES A FAVORITE HYMN? - Barbara Holmes 

Possibly hymns that bring back special recollections.  For me it is the inspirational 

words and music plus recollections that have created a list of my favourite 

hymns, some going back many years, and other modern ones found in “Singing 

the Faith”.  Difficult to pick one from the list but it has to be “My Song is Love 

Unknown” 

Born in the Rossendale Valley into a Baptist family I was transported at the age of 

two to a village outside Blackburn and there being no Baptist church in the 

vicinity I was sent to the local Methodist chapel where I believe only Charles 

Wesley’s hymns were sung!  It was upon attending a C of E  girls’ high school that 

I encountered and so loved this hymn. 

It speaks of a love unknown to me and many others and especially to those 

feeling unloved and alone.  It is also a very humbling hymn “Who am I, That for 

my sake,  My lord should adopt humanity and die”. 

I also wonder if I fail to recognise Jesus in my encounters and if I have “made 

strange” and become unable to recognise the obvious.  This hymn speaks to me 

of our human frailty, our warmth and enthusiasm and our change of heart when 

under pressure.  It also speaks of a man who had no home, no earthly 

possessions, forsaken and rejected and yet always willing to be my friend. 

Thank you Samuel Crossman for writing this hymn. 

PS  Our school vicar, Rev Graham Floley, instrumental in introducing me to “My 

Song is Love Unknown”  later became Vicar of Leeds! 

 

FAVOURITE HYMNS—John Summerwill 

Mainly my favourite hymns are written by Charles 

Wesley or in Welsh. The outstanding exception is by 

Joseph Addison (1672-1719), playwright, politician and 

founder of The Spectator. ‘When all Thy mercies, O my 

God’ originally had 13 verses when published in 1712. 

The Methodist Hymn Book (413) reduced it to six, and 



15 

Hymns & Psalms (573) to five. It has been improved by pruning to cut out 

repetition, though some of the lost verses are very good. 

Charles Wesley so much admired the hymn that he echoed the delightful phrase 

in verse 1, ‘lost in wonder, love, and praise’, at the end of his  ‘Love divine’. 

Addison himself borrowed the final words (‘For O eternity’s too short to utter all 

thy praise’) from George Herbert’s ‘King of Glory, King of Peace’ (‘E’en eternity’s 

too short to extol Thee’). 

The five verses we now have are a brilliant and uplifting paean of thanksgiving 

and dedication as one reviews one’s past, present and future. Verse 2 speaks of 

the unnumbered comforts that God has given before we knew it. It is a fine 

expression of what the Wesleys later called ‘prevenient grace’, the undeserved 

grace that God gives us in advance of our need and our knowledge. Looking back 

at my childhood I am deeply grateful for the Christian love that surrounded me 

and shaped me. 

Verse 3 is wholehearted thanksgiving for God’s ‘ten thousand thousand precious 

gifts’ at the present time, including ‘a cheerful heart that tastes those gifts with 

joy.’ This became another keynote of Wesleyan Methodism—the optimism that 

comes from the assurance of God’s love. I know I have so much to be grateful for. 

Verses 4 and 5 are a commitment to pursuing God’s goodness ‘through every 

period of my life’ and ‘after death, in distant worlds’, ‘through all eternity’. Again 

we find a foretaste of Wesleyanism, in this case the Wesleys’ focus on ‘Scriptural 

Holiness’, or sanctification, the process of growing into the divine likeness 

through this life and the next. 

So, here is finely crafted verse with many memorable phrases, expressing 

timeless sentiments in timeless language, succinctly sounding some keynotes of 

Methodism, giving joyous uplift to the soul, and matched by a glorious tune 

(Harington). It’s a cracker! 

(For those who do not understand ‘Thou’ there is a dumbed-down version in StF 

97. It takes some chutzpah to think one can improve the work of a literary 

genius!) 

John S. Summerwill 



16 

EXPLORING YORKSHIRE TOWNS. 

Many, but possibly not all, members of 

Lidgett will be aware of Margaret 

Summerwill’s walks round the towns of 

Yorkshire. They are an educational treat, 

putting the social and industrial history 

of the various communities into context 

and we are very grateful to Margaret for 

the time and effort she puts into them. 

Two recent walks around Calderdale 

brought home to me just how much the local landscape and the local communities 

are shaped by economic circumstances. Originally, the weaving and spinning 

industries were based on the hillsides in towns such as Heptonstall and Sowerby 

with transport of the goods depending upon pack horses and narrow hillside 

tracks. Towns that we now regard and busy and important places such as Hebden 

Bridge (relating to Heptonstall) and Sowerby Bridge (relating to Sowerby) were no 

more that crossing points across the River Calder 

with a few dwellings. People didn’t live in the river 

valley, which was damp, often flooded and 

generally unhealthy and it was the hillside 

communities that were important with the grand 

residences (see the picture of Sowerby Hall built in 

1646). 

The advent of the industrial revolution with mechanisation of the textile industry 

brought the mills and a need for water and so the centre of activity moved down 

to the riverside. Transport requirements brought the canals and later the railways 

and so the population centres of Hebden Bridge and Sowerby Bridge grew in 

importance, although the rich industrialists still built their mansions up in the hills. 

An interesting example of Methodist business acumen is to be seen in Sowerby 

Bridge where the Calder and Hebble Navigation System meets the Rochdale Canal. 

The original 5 storey Methodist Chapel sits at the junction of the Rochdale and the 

Aire-Calder canal systems. Competition between the canal companies placed 

restrictions on the storing of goods in transit but Methodism, linked directly with 
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neither company, filled the gap by renting out its 3 lower storeys on the waterside 

at the junction of the two systems. Colin Watson, who writes about missed 

economic opportunities at Lidgett elsewhere in this issue, was impressed by this. 

Editor 

INTERESTING CHURCHES AND CHAPELS IN YORKSHIRE. 

The church walk in July brought us another two interesting churches. The first, St 

Edith’s in Bishop Wilton is one of a 5 parish group of churches which includes the 

church at Kirby Underdale (see Link for July/August). The other is St Ethelburga’s 

Parish Church at Great Givendale. 

St Edith’s Bishop Wilton. 

The village of Wilton dates back to Saxon times but 

the name Bishop Wilton came with the building of a 

palace by Archbishop Walter de Gray in the 13th 

Century. St Saint Edith is reputed to be the illegitimate 

daughter of the Anglo-Saxon King Edgar and 

Wulfthryth, Abbess of the nunnery at Wilton in 

Wiltshire, who was seduced by him. The daughter 

presumably didn’t take after her parents.  

                 Norman Arch at Main Door 

The church as we see it now benefited from an extensive period of restoration 

between 1858 and 1902. This added a beautifully decorated roof in gold leaf in 

the nave and the chancel and a fine mosaic floor, a 

copy of the floor in the Vatican. The building and the 

south door date from the Norman period and the two 

aisles were added in the 14th Century. Other interesting 

features include the baptistery in the base of the tower 

and the stained glass windows. A list of the clergy of 

Bishop Wilton from 1311 onwards is to be found on the 

north wall. 

Baptistry (the mosaic floor is just visible in this photo) 
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    Nave towards chancel  Roof of chancel        Roof of  Baptistry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Roof of Nave      Tiled floor of Nave   

St Ethelburga’s Great Givendale. 

Original church dates from the 12th Century but the 

present church was rebuilt on the site, largely at the 

expense of John Singleton, the local landowner, and the 

rate payers in 1849. The Singletons were known for 

their involvement in horse racing and training. Three 

were jockeys and two won the St Ledger. In the 

rebuilding of the church much of the stone of the old 

building was cast aside for road mending, but the fine 

Normal chancel arch was preserved. 

        Norman Arch at chancel 

Behind the church is an interesting memorial in the form of a single stone gate  
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post, although this appears to have nothing directly to do with the church. I 

haven't managed to find out what it is that he loved doing so much. 

The text says: 

Here stood a man 

Doing what he loved best 

Supported by his loving wife 

Peter and Eileen Woodliffe. 

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A MAST MAKES. 

Now that the decision has been taken on our Church Charity Project(s) for the 

coming year and the balance for the last financial year (to 31st August 2014) 

published, it may be opportune to reflect on what might have been. 

At the Annual Church Meeting it was evident that the four proposals under 

consideration were all, in their different ways, very worthy of support and it was, 

in my opinion, a very difficult decision which left two justifiably disappointed 

proposers. 

How different our deliberations would have been if we had been able to 

overcome the vociferous opposition to the installation of a phone mast on our 

premises approximately 8 years ago. I believe the rental for the year 2015-2016 

would have been in the region of £10,000 (yes we have forfeited approximately 

£80,000 by being good citizens) and as we have ‘balanced the books’ to a greater 

of lesser extent for the last eight years we would have been able to support all 

four projects. We have committed ourselves to raising funds for Christian Aid to 

be matched by funding from the E.U. and to contribute towards Christians 

against Poverty. If we had had the mast rental, Leeds Autism Services could have 

had at least some new computer equipment and laptops and Oasis Relief could 
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have had three of four new fresh water outlets. Surprising what good you can do 

with £10,000. 

Apparently mobile phone technology has moved on apace and we have probably 

now missed the opportunity to benefit from its onward march. 

Very little, if anything, has been heard locally or nationally over the last few years 

about protestors against phone masts (all I seem to hear seems to be about lack of 

signal!) – probably moved on to object about fracking, greenbelt building, trolley 

bus etc. etc. 

Colin Watson 

FRED’S QUIZ  

There is a rogue member in each of these ten groups: it may be that it is out of 

sequence with the rest of the group or it may just not belong in the group. See 

how many ‘rogues’ you can identify (or guess) before reaching for your 

reference books / computer. To get 6 or more would be very good indeed – to 

get 10 out of 10 would be worthy of a medal! 

 

1. Yellow; Green; Indigo; Violet; Blue 

2. Venus; Earth, Uranus; Mars; Jupiter 

3. Flugelhorn; Rebeck; Euphonium; Cornet; Tuba 

4. Gamma; Beta; Delta; Epsilon; Zeta 

5. Ruby; Sapphire; Gold; Platinum; Diamond 

6. Hull; Southampton; Liverpool; Newcastle; Bournemouth 

7. Ford; Nixon; Reagan; Bush; Clinton 

8. Charlotte; Harry; Andrew; Edward; Beatrice 

9. Heifer; Steer; Vixen; Hind; Ewe 

10. Denver; Atlanta; Boston; New York; St Paul 

REMEMBER  you can’t cross the ocean by staring at the water so have a go at 

Fred’s Quiz. 

You will find the answers on page 26 
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LIDGETT PARK METHODIST CHURCH 

Minutes of the General Church Meeting held on Sunday 31 May, 2015  

 
Present: Rev Andrew Atkins and 46 members.  Apologies were received from 
3 members. 
 
The Meeting opened with a prayer and then Andrew read out the names of those 
who had died in the last 12 months. 
 
Any Other Business: None 
 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 May, 2014 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting were accepted as a true record. 
 
Financial Report 
 
Alan Wittrick brought the accounts for the year ended 31 August, 2014.  Copies 
were available for those who wished to take a copy and there was also an 
abridged copy in the Church Magazine for June 2015.  Alan said that we were 
broadly in balance for the current year.  The income is about the same and we are 
totally reliant on any property lettings to balance the books. It was thanks to the 
Property Team and the Finance Team that we have property that can be used by 
the community.  Alan also thanked the Church members for their generosity in 
supporting the work we do at Lidgett Park. 
 
Church Project 2015/16: 4 suggestions were brought forward for the next Project 
and these were Leeds Autism, Oasis Relief in Zambia, Christian Aid and Christians 
against Poverty. 
 
Leeds Autism: – Stan Pearson told us that this had been suggested by Joyce Wood 
whose son Lester is autistic.  They need computer equipment and vehicles to 
transport members to various events.  It was mentioned that they do not have a 
patron. 
 
Oasis Relief in Zambia: Mary Patchett told us about this proposition and showed 
us slides about this charity which is run by two friends of Mary. It was principally 
set up to build boreholes so that the people have a regular water supply.  They 
also now support 3 schools by providing cash, materials and a means of sustaining 
the schools.  
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Christian Aid: Heather Fry had suggested one of the Christian Aid Projects.  This 
will last for 2 years and we agreed to raise a minimum of £5,000 over the 2 years 
and the EU will add £3 for every £1 we raise.  Our project is focussed on 
indigenous women and children’s poor health – high maternal and infant 
mortality and domestic violence – in El Salvador.  Our normal Christian Aid fund 
raising, street collection, soup lunches etc. will continue. 
 
Christians Against Poverty: this was suggested by Margaret Farrar and Heather 
Crosby.  Heather spoke about this and how the charity had helped her.  It tackles 
debt and poverty.  This is done through the love of Christ.  The project would be 
to support the work of CAP by raising money. 
 
It was suggested by Alan Wittrick that perhaps we could support two projects for 
this coming year, one local and one overseas.  Everyone was in agreement with 
this.  The proposal was put forward to support Christian Aid and Christians 
Against Poverty as our projects for 2015/16 and this was carried by a majority 
vote.  It was suggested that perhaps the money at the Gift Service in December 
could go to one of the other charities and this will be discussed by the stewards. 
 
Evening Services: It had been decided that from September the evening services 
will be at 6pm when the evenings are lighter and when the clocks go back, the 
services will be at 4pm. 
 
5 year+ plan: See attached report.  Andrew had prepared this draft report with 
the help of the stewards and at the request of the Circuit Leadership team who 
had asked all Churches to submit a report to the Circuit Forums meeting in 
December. This report is a suggestion as to how we will take the Church forward 
in the next 5 years.  Congregations are getting older and much smaller.  Andrew 
asked us to take this report away with us and make any suggestions/comments to 
him or the stewards and the report will be discussed at the Church Council in 
October.  It was suggested that Worship and Service should be included in the 
report as well as things going on in Church.  This might also be discussed at the 
Worship Group. Andrew mentioned that Caroline Hudson, Circuit Children and 
Family Worker will be coming to talk to us on Thursday 4 June at 2.00pm and he 
hoped that as many people as possible would attend.   
 
Appointments of Church Stewards and representatives to Church Council: Andrew 
reported that the present 6 stewards had agreed to stay on for another year as 
this will be a help to Daniel in his first year with us.  Andrew expressed his thanks 
to the stewards for all the work they have done during the year.  Mary Patchett 
suggested that perhaps some people might be interested in helping the stewards  
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with routine things.  There are 9 places available on the Church Council.  Mary 
Patchett agreed to become a Church Council member. 
 
Any Other Business: Andrew mentioned that thanks were extended to Margaret 
Sapsworth who diligently washes the communion cloths after every communion 
service.  This help goes unnoticed but he wanted to express his thanks to 
Margaret for this work.  He also mentioned that Kath Gee is shortly to leave to 
move to Crossgates and said that she had made a big contribution to the life and 
work of the Church and our thanks and good wishes go to her. 
 
Pat Brooke thanked Andrew for all he has done during the year and said that 
everyone will be sorry to see him leave us at the end of July. 
 
The meeting closed with a moment of quiet and a prayer. 
 
Susan Philo, Church Council Secretary 

POST SCRIPT 

Gracious and Holy Father, 

Give us wisdom to perceive you, 

Intelligence to understand you, 

Diligence to seek you, 

Patience to wait for you, 

Eyes to behold you, 

Hearts to meditate on you, 

And a life to proclaim you, 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

St Benedict 

 

Happiness is not a destination, it is a way of life.  

Anon. 

Don’t simply retire from something; have something to retire to . 

Harry Emerson Fosdick 
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FLORENCE HAIR 

FASHIONS 

A Wella Premier Salon 
· Open Monday to Saturday Weekly 
· Perming, Colouring and Styling specialists 
· Competitive rates for Senior Citizens 
· Special Prices for children 
· Registered Hairdressers – of course! 
· Client Parking 
· Friendly and Helpful Experts 
Do you have a problem with transport or mobility? We operate an 
entirely free of charge collection service each Thursday and Friday. 
We pick you up and take you home again! 
Is this what you are looking for from your hair specialists? Then why 
not give us a call? Or leave a message on our after hours voice mail 
and we’ll get back to you! 

Do give us a try – you won’t regret it! 

145 Easterly Road 
Leeds LS8 2RY. 
0113 2402 556 

1. BLUE follows green in rainbow sequence 

2. URANUS more distant from sun than Jupiter (and Saturn) 

3. REBECK is stringed instrument – others are brass 

4. BETA comes before Gamma in Greek alphabet 

5. PLATINUM (70 years) follows Diamond (60) and Blue Sapphire (65) in wedding 

anniversaries 

6. HULL not now a Premiership football team- recently relegated whilst 

Bournemouth promoted  

7. NIXON preceded Ford, Carter followed Ford 

8. EDWARD follows Andrew’s daughters in royal succession 

9. STEER is male – others all female 

10. NEW YORK not a U.S. state capital – others are (Albany capital of New York 

state) 


